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New legal regulations on the
collection of bio waste (,organic waste")

What do you need to know as user and fee payer?

At the beginning of 2025, legis-
lative changes came into effect.
Key issue of new legal regulations
is to limit any interfering materi-
als and impurties in bio waste col-
lected from households down to
3 percent.

Interfering materials are any materials
that are not properly bio-degradable
and therefore do not belong into the
bio-waste bin. This includes any kind of
plastic, metal, glass, diapers or nappies,
coffee capsules, cigarette butts, or even
construction and demolition waste.

Bio waste is converted into humus and
used as organic fertilizer in gardens and
fields. Because of this, the new regu-
lation came into effect to efficiently
reduce the amount of microplastics
harmful to health, and brought in both,
environment and food cycle. As most
bio-degradable plastic bags do not get
properly decomposed during compost-
ing process in humus plants, so-called
,compostable* plastic bags are classi-
fied as unwanted interfering materials,
too.

This Information is available
in additional languages!
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If a batch of bio waste turned in at the
industrial composting plant contains
more than three percent of unwanted
interfering materials, this bio waste can
be rejected onsite, in very moment of
delivery. In this case, waste must then
either be sorted at great expense, or
disposed of as residual waste causing
additional costs as well. These addition-
al costs will increase total waste dis-
posal charges and, as a result of this, in
the end, are to be paid by you.

In order to meet legal requirements,
and to avoid subsequent re-sorting ef-
forts, as well as disposal of bio materi-
als as residual waste, a detector system
was purchased. This system is able to
scan bio waste bins for unwanted inter-
fering materials even before these bins
are being emptied. So any bio waste bin
containing an increased proportion of
unwanted interfering materials can be
identified in advance.

In order to save your money and
to protect the environment, it is
essential to sort and separate your
bio waste correctly in advance!
For more information, please see
next page.
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New procedure
starting in 2025:

Before being emptied, bio
waste collection bins will be
checked by the use of sensors.

This allows to identify bins
containing inappropriate
materials.

Such bins will no longer be
emptied.
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What has to go in the bio waste?
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To be put into the Not to be put into
bio waste bin: the bio waste bin:

fruit and vegetable waste

fruit, egg and nut shells

food waste

meat, fish and sausage leftovers

Coffee grounds, coffee filters
(no coffee capsules!)

paper tea bags

flower waste, potting soil, plant residues

garden waste, weeds
leaves, shrubs, twigs

roots (no rootstocks)

lawn and hedge cuttings
hair, feathers, horn shavings

untreated wood, sawdust

For the hygienic collection
of moist organic waste

* newsprint
* paper kitchen towels
* paper collection bags
* cardboard

may be used in small quantities.

hygiene products, diapers, textiles
medicine

cooking fats and oils

glass, metal, plastic

beverage packaging, fruit nets
plastic and metal foils

cords and wires

flower pots, ceramics

vacuum cleaner bags

ashes, soot

street sweepings, cigarette butts

pet litter, animal droppings

rootstocks

coated paper, laminated paper, glossy
paper
plastic bags, bio plastic

Bags or packaging made

of bioplastics (so called
biocompost foil bags, bioplastics,
bio waste bags, organic waste
bags and compostable bioplastic
bags) may not be used to
collect organic waste in the bio
waste bin.




